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Local artist discovers
new art technique

Star Bales showing her new art technigue.

by Mancy Lewis

rligl Siar Bales of Fl

Cajon had the hanar

{ belng the first of &

series of artists to demonsirate

their art shylas and techmigueas

belore the public this vear in

the Fine Arts Exhiba Hall of

the San Diego County Fair

in Dl Mar en June 11, As-

sished by har family and masealr,

Star demonshrated a new and

umigue lexiural shyle thal she
dscovered quite by accideni

Croar & year ago, Halas was
‘plagaing” with her paints and
discoverad some intaresting
ewiures A she experimented

with varicus methods to find
out hew and why the texiunes
accurmed, she pressed the flal
bottorn of & danking glass an
a blob of paint. The meaull was
o precurscy of her curment stuls,
which combines delicate texiural
lores rerminzEcend of the veins on
& leal or the debcale pattern of
fan covad apd an endles vanesn
of shapes and colors.

Using acnyic paints of vany-
ng congistences, she sewendu-
ally discovered that & combina-
tion of serylic pigimants moed
with mimirmal amounts of water
wiould give her the textures she
dasired. Llsing a slick, non-po-
FCiLs ‘l:Jrfa{L', !'illi.'.h as glﬂ'ﬂ T

Plexigias a5 a work surface, she
applies the paint using lines of
varying thickness until the de-
sived palfern i achieved. After
carefully laying a piece of clear
glass or acnylic over the design

Balkes very gantly applies pres-
sure bo spresd the paint oul
and creates an entively new
design. The pressure is what
rreafes the texiures. When the
lop plece s canefulby libed, it
cantains the design, which can
then be fransferred by placing
the "master™ on & sheet of
walercolor paper or canvas or
left 1o dew. Bales oiten transiers
sevaral small designs ocnio a
single large canwas b achiewe
& spacifie mesult

Thee coordinalor of the liue
fine arl dermansiralions was
amazed by the number of
peupi who took advantage of
Hales' “hands-an" demonsiva
tion, saving that most of the
time the democs don'l draw
miveh of a crowd. Young and
old were smiling and having
fun, wsually maxing a “print
to fake home, One woman
|."r|'.‘é||!::|J a dgs;gn iy ] Tﬁ‘ and
green and sald she was go-
ineg to hawve it copied for her
Lhrisimas cands.

"rrnilun-;.':'l-a'rs il hmrlthy
ysing color fo create a kalet-
doscope of patterns, and usu-
ally had to be encouraged by
their parents i move on, One
gentlernan told Bales that he
had entered several paintings
laar this wears exchibat bl didn'l
have any sccepled, sabd he was
going to use her technigue o
create an entry for next year! A
white-haited couple stood for &
while watching same children
creating their own arl. When
ashed if he'd ke bo give i1 &
e man first shook his head
“na”, bt then said he would
awve it a fry. Picking up the jar
of black, he made a hesitani
sheps an the table, Whaen
affered & shee! aof p‘|:-e:-|:ig|a:.. a]
pul cuer it, he said “No, thank
o, and piched up another
color. Sewveral minutes and

Faur or five colors laler, he was
smiling from ear io ear. Mo,
I'ey 'mﬂd}"." he said. He Fllﬂﬂﬂd
the Flexiglas ower the paint,
intently walching the paint
miove éraund as he genbiy ap-
plied presaure with his fingers
When he lfted the Plexiglas,
his face it up as if he'd just
discovered burtied treasurs
He proudly held it up for his
wife to sae, belore requesting
paper prints. He would hawve
staped until the demonstration
timrwe was up, except that his
wile reminded him that they
had other exhibils fo see

Siar Bales s 8 long lime
member of the East Counfy
Art Association, Her murals
Can |:.||'." g al saveral loca.
tions in East Counfy, incledimg
the lobby of the East Counny
Giazefte, Mangia Bene lelian
Restaurant, Mama Hosa's [lal.
wan Restaurant and the Greek
Towen Buliet.



